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DANA THOMAS

the fundamental questions we
ask ourselves every day. More
than ever, we are told it should
be something new. Today, the
clothing industry churns out

& | 80 billion garments a year and
employs every sixth person on Earth. Historically,
the apparel trade has exploited labor, the
environment, and intellectual property—and in
the last three decades, with the simultaneous
unfurling of fast fashion, globalization, and the
tech revolution, those abuses have multiplied
exponentially, primarily out of view. Bestselling
journalist Dana Thomas has traveled the globe to
discover the visionary designers and companies
who are propelling the industry toward that
more positive future by reclaiming traditional
craft and launching cutting-edge sustainable
technologies to produce better fashion. We all
have been casual about our clothes. It's time to
get dressed with intention. Fashionopolis is the
first comprehensive look at how to start.

OCTOBER 26, 2023
Facilitator: Susie Weiner
On Fire Island

by Jane L. Rosen

As a book editor, Julia Morse lived
7| and breathed stories. Whether
with her pen to a manuscript or
‘| curled up with a book while at
: her beloved Fire Island cottage,
= she could anticipate practically
= any ending. The ending she'd
never imagined was her own. To be fair, no
one expects to die at thirty-seven. So when
the unthinkable happens to Julia, rather than
following the light at the end of the proverbial
tunnel, she chooses to spend one last summer
near those she loves most. As she follows
her adoring, novelist husband Ben to their—
unexpectedly full—home on Fire Island, she
discovers the ripple affect her life has had on
the trajectory of so many: her baseball loving,
young-at-heart neighbor who believes it's best
not to go it alone, two bright-eyed teenagers
eager to become adults, and her best friend
who must shake off heartbreak for a new
chance at love. With poignant comedy and
insight, On Fire Island is an ode to the stories all
around us and to the brightest types of loves...
for the people closest to you and the places that
shape you.

What should | wear? It's one of §

For details, contact Laura Gottlieb, Director of Cultural Resources at |

ottlieb@tbeonline.org or 248.851.1100.

JANUARY 11, 2024
Facilitator: Cantor Rachel
Gottlieb Kalmowitz

The Matchmaker's Gift
by Lynda Cohen Loigman

Even as a child in 1910, Sara
| Glikman knows her gift: she is a
maker of matches and a seeker
1 of soulmates. But among the
4 pushcart-crowded streets of New
¥ York's Lower East Side, Sara’s
vocation is dominated by devout
older men—men who see a talented female
matchmaker as a dangerous threat to their
traditions and livelihood. Two generations later,
Sara's granddaughter, Abby, is a successful
Manhattan divorce attorney, representing the
city's wealthiest clients. When her beloved
Grandma Sara dies, Abby inherits her collection
of handwritten journals recording the details of
Sara's matches. But among the faded volumes,
Abby finds more questions than answers. Is
Abby willing to sacrifice the career she's worked
so hard for in order to keep her grandmother's
mysterious promise to a stranger? Is there really
such a thing as love at first sight?

| Match ako
o

FEBRUARY 29, 2024
Facilitator: Rabbi Mark Miller

Fleishman is in Trouble
by Taffy Brodesser-Akner

L TCH Toby Fleishman thought he knew
what to expect when he and
his wife of almost fifteen years
separated: weekends and every
I| other holiday with the kids, some
residual bitterness, the occasional
moment of tension in their co-
parenting negotiations. He could not have
predicted that one day Rachel would just drop
their two children off at his place and simply
not return. He had been working so hard to find
equilibrium in his single life. As Toby tries to
figure out where Rachel went, all while juggling
his patients at the hospital, his never-ending
parental duties, and his new app-assisted
sexual popularity, his tidy narrative of the
spurned husband with the too-ambitious wife
is his sole consolation. But if Toby ever wants to
truly understand what happened to Rachel and
what happened to his marriage, he is going to
have to consider that he might not have seen
things all that clearly in the first place. Fleishman
Is in Trouble is an insightful, unsettling, often
hilarious exploration of a culture trying to
navigate the fault lines of an institution that has
proven to be worthy of our great wariness and
our great hope.

TA;FV BRODESSER-AKNER

APRIL 18, 2024

Facilitator: Laura Gottlieb
Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and
Tomorrow by Gabrielle Zevin

) On a bitter-cold day, his junior
| year at Harvard, Sam Masur exits
7 a subway car and sees, amid the
hordes of people waiting on the
.| platform, Sadie Green. He calls
iEWNﬁ her name. For a moment, she

i pretends she hasn't heard him, but
then, she turns, and a game begins: a legendary
collaboration that will Taunch them to stardom.
These friends, intimates since childhood, borrow
money, beg favors, and, before even graduating
college, they have created their first blockbuster,
Ichigo. Overnight, the world is theirs. Not even
twenty-five years old, Sam and Sadie are brilliant,
successful, and rich, but these qualities won't
protect them from their own creative ambitions
or the betrayals of their hearts. Spanning thirty
years, Gabrielle Zevin's Tomorrow, and Tomorrow,
and Tomorrow examines the multifarious nature
of identity, disability, failure, the redemptive
possibilities in play, and above all, our need to
connect: to be loved and to love.

JUNE 20, 2024
Facilitator: Debbie Morosohk

My Friend Anne Frank: The Inspiring
and Heartbreaking True Story of Best
Friends Torn Apart and Reunited
Agamst All Odds by Hannah Pick-Goslar

:=| In 1933, Hannah Pick-Goslar and
her family fled Nazi Germany
to live in Amsterdam, where
she struck up a close friendship
1 With her next-door neighbor, an
~¢ outspoken and fun-loving young

4 girl named Anne Frank. For several
years, the inseparable pair enjoyed a carefree
childhood but in 1942, Hannah and Anne's
lives abruptly changed forever. Torn from her
dear friend without warning, Hannah spent the
next two years tormented by questions about
Anne’s fate, wondering if she had, by some
miracle, managed to escape danger. In this
long-awaited memoir, Hannah shares the story
of her childhood during the Holocaust, from the
introduction of anti-Jewish laws in Amsterdam
to the gradual disappearance of classmates
and, eventually, the Frank family, to Hannah and
her family’s imprisonment in the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp. As Hannah chronicles her
own life during and after the war, she provides a
searing look at what countless children endured
at the hands of the Nazi regime, as well as an
intimate, never-before-seen portrait of the
most recognizable victim of the Holocaust.
Culminating in an astonishing fateful reunion,
My Friend Anne Frank is the profoundly moving
story of childhood and friendship during one of
the darkest periods in the world's history.
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